
Large and small crochet butterflies 

 

Materials 

1.65mm hook 

4ply cotton (I used Patons Regal 4 ply cotton) in the colours of your choice 

Seed beads in the colours of your choice 

A note on these instructions: The photos are used to further illustrate each step. The writing in 

italics explains the photo and is repeating what is in the instructions above.  

To start: Create a slip stitch leaving a tail of approximately 12cm. Chain 8 loosely and join with a slip 

stitch.   

 

Chain 8 and join with a slip stitch.  



Round 1:  Chain 3 (counts as your first double crochet), double crochet in same hole as slip stitch, 

chain 3, *2 double crochet in next chain stitch, chain 3**, repeat from * to ** until you have two 

double crochets in each chain stitch around (16 in total). Join with a slip stitch to top of chain 3.  

 

Chain 3, double crochet in the same hole as slip stitch, chain 3. 2 double crochet in next chain stitch, chain three 

in every chain around until you have 16 double crochets.  

 

End of round 1.  

Round 2: Slip stitch across one (into top of first double crochet of previous round). In first chain 

three space: Chain 3, 2 double crochet, chain 5, 3 double crochet. Chain 1. *In next chain 3 space: 3 

double crochet, chain 5, 3 double crochet, chain 1**. Repeat from * to ** until last chain space. Join 

with a slip stitch to top of chain 3.  

Do not be concerned that the work will not lay flat, this is intentional, and once complete, it will fold 

in half naturally to form a butterfly shape.  



  

Slip stitch across one stitch. Chain 3 to start. 

 

2 double crochet, chain 5, 3 double crochet in chain space.  

 

End of round 2. For the smaller butterfly, stop here and go to Finishing the project.  

Round 3:  Slip stitch across two stitches so your needle is resting at the start of the first 5 chain 

space. In the first 5 chain space: Chain 3, 4 double crochet, chain three, 5 double crochet. *5 double 

crochet, chain 3, 5 double crochet** in next 5 chain space and repeat in each of the 5 chain spaces 

around.  

It may seem a long way to jump between each chain space but by doing this a gap will be created 

and once complete will make up part of the butterfly pattern.  



 

Slip stitch across 2 stitches so that you are at the start of the first chain 5 space. 5 double crochet, chain 3, 5 

double crochet in each 3 chain space around.  

 

As you go from the 5 double crochet in one chain space to the 5 double crochet in the next chain space, a gap 

will be formed.  

 

End of Round 3.  

  



Finishing the project: 

Cut thread leaving a tail of approximately 12cm and close with a slip stitch. 

Fold in half with the wrong side on the outside. Make sure the finishing tail is in the middle of the 

bottom of the butterfly. You may need to pull the starting tail through to the other side. 

Thread enough beads onto the finishing thread to reach the top of the middle of the butterfly. Tie 

the two strands together at the top of the butterfly with a double knot. Chain 4 in each thread and 

secure each thread with a slip stitch. 

Cut the threads leaving a small length for the antennae.  

   

Fold in half (wrong side facing out) leaving finishing thread at the bottom middle of the butterfly.  

 

Thread enough beads onto the finishing thread to meet the top of the middle of the butterfly.  



 

Tie the two threads together with a double knot.  

 

Chain 4 in each thread and slip stitch to secure the thread. To start a loop, hook the thread under the beads and 

pull back through before starting your first chain stitch.  

 

Cut the threads leaving a little tail for the antennae.  

  



Butterfly mobile 

 

Materials 

A hoop or frame (I used a cheap wooden picture frame) 

Clear beading thread/wire. I used four strands each measuring approximately 80cm long 

16 butterflies. I used: 

3 x large white 

3 x small white 

3 x large dark pink 

2 x small dark pink  

2 x large light pink 

3 x small light pink 

 



Assembling the mobile: 

You will make four strands of butterflies, each with four butterflies. Here are the combinations I 

used:  

Strand 1: small white butterfly, small light pink butterfly, large dark pink butterfly, large white 

butterfly 

Strand 2: small light pink butterfly, small dark pink butterfly, large white butterfly, large light pink 

butterfly 

Strand 3: small dark pink butterfly, small white butterfly, large light pink butterfly, large dark pink 

butterfly 

Strand 4: (same as strand 1) small white butterfly, small light pink butterfly, large dark pink butterfly, 

large white butterfly 

Method: Attach four butterflies to approximately 50cm of the beading thread – leaving 40cm to 

attach the strand to the frame/hoop. Start with the bottom butterfly (so for strand 1 this is the large 

white butterfly). Using the beading thread, tie a double knot around a strand of cotton thread in the 

middle of the back of the butterfly. Ideally you want it so the butterfly is hanging facing slightly 

downwards.  

Attach the second butterfly (for strand one this is the large dark pink butterfly) with a double knot. 

To ensure the butterfly hangs correctly, you may need to thread the wire through another strand of 

thread on the back of the butterfly.  

Repeat for the remaining two butterflies spacing them at regular intervals.  

Once complete, attach the beading wire to the frame/hoop.  

Attach the remaining butterflies to the other three strands of beading thread. I find it looks more 

effective to have the butterflies spaced unevenly and the strands to hang at slightly different 

lengths.  

Once the four strands are attached to the frame or loop, tie the four strands of beading thread 

together ensuring that the mobile hangs evenly.   


